
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



336 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXI 

Systemes Generaux d'Impots. Par Rene Stourm. Deuxieme 
Edition, revisee et mise au courant. Paris, Guillaumin et Cie., 1905. 
— vi, 430 pp. 

Although following the same general plan and proceeding from the 
same point of view as its predecessor of thirteen years ago the new edi- 
tion of M. Stourm 's well-known work includes so many changes in details 
of statement and so many additions of new material as to constitute almost 
a new book rather than a second edition. The aim in rewriting has 
been to bring the work abreast of the progress in fiscal notions and in 
fiscal practices that has been made since 1893. As regards the latter 
task, the purpose has been in large degree realized. For in part ii, the 
most notably altered and extended portion of the work, attention has 
been given to the revised or newly installed taxes on income in Prussia 
and various other German states ; to the taxes on property which now 
supplement the income taxes in Prussia, Holland and the Swiss cantons ; 
to the extension of exemptions in the English income tax lists, with the 
increase in rates that has resulted from the expanded budget arising out 
of the South African war ; to the introduction of progression in the in- 
heritance tax arrangements of England ; and finally, as regards France, 
to the increasing and, in the author's mind, regrettable reliance of the 
budget on the fiscal monopolies, to the thoroughgoing revision of 
the drink taxes, to the increase of the customs dues on food and to 
the recent experiences with the " impositions des valeurs ostensibles." 

As regards tax theory there is nothing new. As in the first edition, 
aside from French works on the subject, little or no specific considera- 
tion is given to the literature of recent decades. This conscious neg- 
lect, arising perhaps from a distaste for the hypothetical analysis so 
prominent in the development of recent theories, manifests itself in 
characteristic fashion in the author's dictum that no doctrine of general 
applicability can be laid down with reference to income taxes, where 
in his view local pecularities in environing conditions are the important 
considerations. Indeed, in so far as he permits himself to generalize, 
it is largely the outcome of the good , old-fashioned conviction that taxa- 
tion should be used, not as an engine of social or economic reform, but 
purely and simply as a means of obtaining revenue. Contemporary 
happenings have in his mind only confirmed the necessity of again pro- 
claiming this principle. This principle once elevated to its proper 
position, the attaining of the great desideratum of justice in taxation 
becomes a matter of moderation and proportion in rates of taxation 
and of a minimum of taxation on the prime necessaries of life. 
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In general, the work possesses the merits as well as the defects of the 
earlier edition. It is characterized by the same simplicity, clearness 
and vivacity of style, as well as by the same off-hand dismissal of views 
that do not accord with the author's own. Its exposition of French 
tax problems and its criticism of certain tendencies in French practice 
leave little to be desired. But its very merit in this respect is the 
measure of its shortcomings as a treatise on general systems of taxation. 
The general theoretical discussion and the description of foreign tax 
systems and experience are not only summary and incomplete in them- 
selves, but are also significantly subordinated to the explaining and 
solving of French problems. This tendency comes out nowhere more 
clearly than in the last chapter, in which the recommended fiscal re- 
forms all have reference strictly to French conditions and needs. This 
may be entirely germane to the author's main purpose, but in such case 
some modification of the title of the work would not be amiss. 

Roswell C. McCrea. 
Bowdoin College. 

Agricultural and Pastoral Prospects of South Africa. By 
Owen Thomas. London, Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd., 1904. 
— viii, 335 pp., map. 

The Business Side of Agricultzirc. By A. G. L. ROGERS. 
London, Methuen & Co., 1904. — 159 pp. 

The History of Agriculture in Dane County, Wisconsin. By 
B. H. Hibbard. Bulletin of the University of Wisconsin, no. 101, 
1904. — 146 pp. 

Each of these three volumes is an important contribution to the 
literature of agricultural economics. A historical and comparative 
study of the agriculture of the various countries of the world is the 
necessary basis for any comprehensive treatment of the economic prob- 
lems in agriculture ; and these volumes, treating of widely separated 
countries where soil, climate, population and facilities for marketing the 
produce are very different, are especially useful in helping the student 
to distinguish between the rules which apply only to specific localities 
at a given time and the underlying principles which are true for all 
places and at all times. 

The principal topics included in Mr. Thomas's discussion of the 
agricultural and pastoral prospects of South Africa are the soil, the 



